FERC’s NEPA Pre-Filing Process

Environmental Review Process for
FERC-Regulated Projects*

Project Sponsor/Applicant

Assess market need
and consider
project feasibility

Request use
of FERC’s NEPA
Pre-Filing Process

Study potential
route/site locations

Develop and

Identify submit draft

stakeholders

resource reports

Hold open houses/
public meetings

Conduct surveys
and studies; develop
application

File applications for
other federal
authorizations

File formal
application
with FERC

Respond to
environmental
information requests
(data requests)

Submit outstanding
information to satisfy
conditions of
Commission Order

Request Notice
to Proceed
with construction

*Individual projects may vary. Consult with FERC staff as necessary.
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FERC

Receive Applicant’s request to use
NEPA Pre-Filing Process

Formally approve use of
Pre-Filing Process and
issue PF Docket No.

Attend Applicant’s

. open houses

-3 Review draft
resource reports

Issue Notice of
Scoping and open
public scoping period

May hold public scoping sessions
and site visits in project area; consult
with interested stakeholders

Issue Notice of Application;
determine if EA or EIS is needed

EA or EIS?

Proceed with EA Proceed with EIS

If Pre-Filing Process
was not used, issue
Notice of Scoping
and open public
scoping period Issue Notice of
Intent to prepare an
EIS/Schedule for
Environmental Review
and open public
comment period

Issue Notice of
Schedule for
preparation of an EA

Analyze data and
issue environmental
information requests

(data requests)

Analyze data and
issue environmental
information requests

(data requests)

Provide Preliminary
Draft EIS to
Cooperating Agencies
for review

Provide Preliminary
Draft EA to
Cooperating Agencies
for review

Issue Draft EIS
and open
comment period

If no substantive
scoping comments
received, issue EA

If substantive scoping May hold Draft EIS
comments received, public comment
issue EA for meetings in project

public comment area

Respond to
comments
in Final EIS

Respond to
comments in
Commission Order

Issue Commission Order

Accept requests from intervenors
for rehearing

Agency

Decide to participate in FERC's
NEPA Pre-Filing Process

Attend scoping
sessions, as
appropriate

Participate in
interagency
meetings/

conference calls

Identify issues
pertinent to
Agency jurisdiction
or expertise

Review draft
resource reports

Determine completeness
of application

Identify outstanding
information to Commission
and indicate ability to meet
applicant’s desired schedule

Cooperating
or Participating

Agency?

Cooperating
Agencies

Participate in FERC-
led Cooperating
Agency meetings

Review and provide
comments on

Participating
Agencies

Review and provide
comments on
EA/Draft EIS

File comments in the
FERC project record

Preliminary Draft
EA/EIS

Issue or deny federal
authorization within
90 days of EA or
Final EIS or within
agency'’s statutory
timeframe

File copies of
decision and
an index of all
documents with
FERC within 30
days of issuance of
federal authorization
or the end of the
NEPA schedule
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